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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
ANALYZING IMAGE NOISE

FIELD

Embodiments of the present disclosure relate to measure-
ment technology, and particularly to an electronic device and
method for analyzing image noise generated by an image
measuring machine.

BACKGROUND

Outline-measuring is important in product manufacturing
to ensure product quality. For example, an image measuring
machine is used to capture an image of an object using a
charge coupled device (CCD) lens when a lighting device of
the image measuring machine is turned on, and transmit the
image to an image capturing card of a test computer. Then, the
image capturing card displays the image on a display screen
of'the test computer. The test computer can measure the object
by analyzing the image corresponding to the object using an
image measurement software installed in the test computer.
Image noise (interference noise) can be generated by the
lighting device, the CCD lens, and the image capturing card
when the image is captured by the CCD lens and the image is
transmitted to the image capturing card.

However, the current image measurement software merely
analyzes the image noise generated by the lighting device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate one or more
embodiments of the invention and together with the written
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
Wherever possible, the same reference numbers are used
throughout the drawings to refer to the same or like elements
of an embodiment, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an elec-
tronic device including an image noise analysis system.

FIG. 2 is an schematic diagram of an example of an image
measuring machine.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of function modules of the
image noise analysis system included in the electronic device.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
analyzing image noise generated by a CCD lens and an image
capturing card.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

All of the processes described below can be embodied in,
and fully automated via, functional code modules executed
by one or more general purpose electronic devices or proces-
sors. The code modules can be stored in any type of non-
transitory readable medium or other storage device. Some or
all of the methods can alternatively be embodied in special-
ized hardware. Depending on the embodiment, the non-tran-
sitory readable medium can be a hard disk drive, a compact
disc, a digital video disc, a tape drive, or other suitable storage
medium.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an elec-
tronic device 2 including an image noise analysis system 24.
The electronic device 2 can be connected with an image
measuring machine 4 through a direct coupling/connection
(for example, a data bus), or an indirect coupling/connection
(for example, a wireless connection). In the embodiment, the
electronic device 2 further includes a display device 20, an
image capturing card 21, an input device 22, a storage device
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23, and at least one processor 25. It should be understood that
FIG. 1 illustrates only one example of the electronic device 2
that more or fewer components than illustrated can be
included, or a different configuration of the various compo-
nents in other embodiments. The electronic device 2 canbe a
computer, a server, or any other computing device.

The display device 20 can be a liquid crystal display (LCD)
or a cathode ray tube (CRT) display, and the input device 22
can be amouse or akeyboard used to input computer readable
data. The storage device 23 can be a hard disk or a flash
memory.

FIG. 2 shows that the image measuring machine 4 can
include, but is not limited to, a charge coupled device (CCD)
lens 41, an object 42 to be measured, and a plurality of driving
units (not shown in FIG. 2). The driving units can include an
X-axis driving motor, a Y-axis driving motor, and an Z-axis
driving motor, and can be used to control the CCD lens 41
moving along an X-axis direction, a Y-axis direction, and an
Z-axis direction, to capture images of the object 42. For
example, the image measuring machine 4 can be a three-
dimensional measuring machine.

The CCD lens 41 is used to capture images of the object 42
when a lighting device of the image measuring machine 4 is
turned on, and transmit the images of the object 42 to the
image capturing card of the electronic device. The lighting
device can be a light which provide light for the CCD lens 41.
The image capturing card displays the images of the object 42
on the display device of the electronic device. The CCD lens
41 captures the images of the object 42 when lights projected
on the object 42 by the lighting device are reflected to the
CCD lens 41.

The image noise analysis system is used to analyze image
noise of the images of the object 42 which are generated by
the CCD lens 41 and the image capturing card, to determine
whether the quality of the images of the object 42 which are
captured by the image measuring machine are qualified, for
example, the image noise of the captured images complies
with a preset condition. In one embodiment, the image noise
analysis system can include computerized instructions in the
form of one or more programs that are executed by the at least
one processor and stored in the storage device (which can
include memory). A detailed description of the image noise
analysis system will be given in the following paragraphs.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of function modules of the
image noise analysis system 24 included in the electronic
device. In one embodiment, the image noise analysis system
24 can include one or more modules, for example, a param-
eter setting module 240, an image obtaining module 241, an
image processing module 242, a noise analysis module 243,
and an analysis result displaying module 244.

In general, the word “module”, as used herein, refers to
logic embodied in hardware or firmware, or to a collection of
software instructions, written in a programming language,
such as, Java, C, or assembly. One or more software instruc-
tions in the modules can be embedded in firmware, such as in
an EPROM. The modules described herein can be imple-
mented as either software and/or hardware modules and can
be stored in any type of non-transitory computer-readable
medium or other storage device, such as transitory computer-
readable medium. Some non-limiting examples of non-tran-
sitory computer-readable medium include CDs, DVDs, flash
memory, and hard disk drives.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
analyzing image noise generated by the CCD lens and the
image capturing card. Depending on the embodiment, addi-
tional blocks (steps) can be added, others removed, and the
ordering of the steps can be changed.
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The parameter setting module can set analysis parameters
for analyzing image noise when an image measurement soft-
ware of the electronic device is activated (block 401). In one
embodiment, the analysis parameters can include first param-
eters of the CCD lens of the image measuring machine 4
(hereafter referred to as “CCD lens parameters™) and second
parameters of the lighting device of the image measuring
machine (hereinafter referred to as “lighting device param-
eters”). The CCD lens parameters are first connection param-
eters between the CCD lens and the electronic device, such as
a first transmission rate of a connection port (for example, a
serial port) between the CCD lens and the electronic device,
a data bit (for example, a first bit) of first transmission data
between the CCD lens and the electronic device, a stop bit (for
example, a last bit) of the first transmission data, and a parity
bit of the first transmission data. The lighting device param-
eters are second connection parameters between the lighting
device and the electronic device, such as a second transmis-
sion rate of a connection port (for example, a serial port)
between the lighting device and the electronic device, a data
bit (for example, a first bit) of second transmission data
between the lighting device and the electronic device, a stop
bit (for example, a last bit) of the second transmission data,
and a parity bit of the second transmission data.

The image obtaining module obtains an initial image cap-
tured by the CCD lens (or other suitable image capturing
device(s)) using the image capturing card when the lighting
device of the image measuring machine is shut down, so that
the image noise is not generated by the lighting device (block
402). In one embodiment, the initial image does not include
the object when the object is not placed on a testing platform
of the image measuring machine, and the initial image is a
black image.

The image processing module magnifies an initial gray
value of each pixel in the initial image to obtain an updated
image. In one embodiment, an updated gray value of each
pixel in the updated image is determined by multiplying the
initial gray value by a preset magnification coefficient (block
403). For example, suppose that a size of the initial image is
determined to be MxN (“M” represents a number of columns
of the pixels in the initial image, “N” represents a number of
rows of the pixels in the initial image), “I(i, j)” represents an
initial gray value of a pixel (i, j), a formula for magnifying the
initial gray value of the pixel (i, j) is determined as follows:

Pixel(i,/)=I(i,/)x(MaxGray-MinGray)/(max{I(i,/)}-
min{Z(i,j})), where

0=<i<=M-1,

0=<j<=N-1,

“MaxGray” represents a maximum threshold of the gray con-
stant in the computer graphics technology, for example,
MaxGray=255,

“MinGray” represents a minimum threshold of the gray con-
stant in the computer graphics technology for example, Min-
Gray=0), “max{1(i, j)}”” represents a maximum value of the
gray value in the initial image (for example, max{I(i,
D}=252), “min{l(i, j)}” represents a minimum value of the
gray value in the initial image (for example, min{I(i, j)}=8),
and “Pixel(i, j)” represents the updated gray value of the pixel
@, )-

When the updated gray value “Pixel(i, j)” is greater than 250,
the updated gray value “Pixel(i, j)” is set as 255. In one
embodiment, the preset magnification coefficient is deter-
mined to be (MaxGray-MinGray)/(max{I(i, j)}-min{I(,
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The noise analysis module determines whether image
noise in the updated image complies with a preset condition
by analyzing the updated gray values of all the pixels in the
updated image (block 404). In one embodiment, the noise
analysis module determines a number of the pixels whose
updated gray values in the updated image are closest to 0 or
255, and determines whether the image noise in the updated
image complies with the preset condition (that is, the quality
of'the initial image is acceptable or qualified) according to the
determined number of the pixels. In one embodiment, a range
of the gray value [0, 255] is divided into three preset sub-
ranges, such as a first preset sub-range [0, 10] which is closing
to the minimum threshold of the gray constant in the com-
puter graphics technology (for example, zero), a second pre-
set sub-range [220, 255] which is closing to the maximum
threshold (for example, 255) of the gray constant in the com-
puter graphics technology, and a third preset sub-range
between the first preset sub-range and the second preset sub-
range (10, 220).

The noise analysis module determines a first number “N1”
of pixels whose gray values fall in the first preset sub-range,
and calculates a first ratio “R1” of the first number “N1” of
pixels in the updated image, such as R1=N1/(MxN).

The noise analysis module determines a second number
“N2” of pixels whose gray values fall in the second preset
sub-range, and calculates a second ratio “R2” of the second
number “N2” of pixels in the updated image, such as R2=N2/
(MxN).

The noise analysis module can determine a third number
“N3” of pixels whose gray values fall in the third preset
sub-range, and calculates a third ratio “R3” of the third num-
ber “N3” of pixels in the updated image, such as R3=N3/(Mx
N).

Ifthe first ratio “R1” is greater than or equal to a first preset
value (for example, 80%), or the second ratio “R2” is greater
than or equal to a second preset value (for example, 85%), the
noise analysis module 243 determines that the image noise in
the updated image complies with the preset condition (that is,
the quality of the updated image is acceptable or qualified). In
one embodiment, three levels of the quality of the updated
image are preset, such as a first quality level which represents
the quality of the updated image is “Good” (for example,
scored eighty), a second quality level which represents the
quality of the updated image is “Qualified” (for example,
scored sixth), and a third quality level which represents the
quality of the updated image is “Un-qualified” (for example,
scored fifty).

If the first ratio “R1” is greater than or equal to the first
preset value (for example, 80%), the noise analysis module
243 determines that the quality of the updated image is the
first quality level. If the second ratio “R2” is greater than or
equal to the second preset value (for example, 85%), the noise
analysis module determines that the quality of the updated
image is the second quality level.

If the third ratio “R3” is greater than or equal to a third
preset value (for example, 80%), the noise analysis module
determines that the quality of the updated image is the third
quality level, that is, the image noise in the updated image
does not comply with the preset condition (that is, the quality
of the updated image is un-acceptable or un-qualified). The
noise analysis module determines that the quality of the
updated image is qualified in other situations.

In other embodiments, the noise analysis module can deter-
mine whether the image noise in the updated image complies
with the preset condition by determining whether the third
ratio “R3” is greater than or equal to the third preset value. For
example, if the third ratio “R3” is greater than or equal to the
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third preset value, the noise analysis module determines that
the image noise in the updated image does not comply with
the preset condition. If the third ratio “R3” is less than the
third preset value, the noise analysis module determines that
the image noise in the updated image complies with the preset
condition.

The analysis result displaying module displays the updated
image and analysis results on the display device of an elec-
tronic device (block 405). In one embodiment, the analysis
result displaying module displays the updated image on the
display device according to the updated gray values of all the
pixels in the updated image. The analysis results can be
“Good” (the first quality level), “Qualified” (the second qual-
ity level), and “Un-qualified” (the third quality level).

Because the lighting device of the image measuring
machine is shut down, the image noise of the images captured
by the image measuring machines is generated by the CCD
lens and/or the image capturing card. When the noise analysis
module determines that the image noise in the updated image
complies with the preset condition, the lighting device of the
image measuring machine can be turned on and the object can
be placed on the testing platform of the image measuring
machine, so that the CCD lens captures images of the object
to measure the images of the objects.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, particularly, any embodi-
ments, are merely possible examples of implementations,
merely set forth for a clear understanding of the principles of
the disclosure. Many variations and modifications can be
made to the above-described embodiment(s) of the disclosure
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and the present disclosure and protected by the fol-
lowing claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method for analyzing image
noise using an electronic device, the method comprising:

receiving an initial image captured by an image capturing
device of an image measuring machine using an image
capturing card of the electronic device when a lighting
device of the image measuring machine is shut down;

magnifying an initial gray value of each pixel in the initial
image to obtain an updated image;

determining whether image noise in the updated image
complies with a preset condition by analyzing an
updated gray value of each pixel in the updated image,
wherein the image noise in the updated image is deter-
mined by:

determining a first number of pixels whose gray values fall
in a first preset sub-range, and calculating a first ratio of
the first number of pixels in the updated image;

determining a second number of pixels whose gray values
fall in a second preset sub-range, and calculating a sec-
ond ratio of the second number of pixels in the updated
image;

determining a third number of pixels whose gray values fall
in a third preset sub-range, and calculating a third ratio
of' the third number of pixels in the updated image;

determining that the image noise in the updated image
complies with the preset condition when the first ratio is
greater than or equal to a first preset value, or the second
ratio is greater than or equal to a second preset value;

determining that the image noise in the updated image does
not comply with the preset condition when the third ratio
is greater than or equal to a third preset value; and
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6

displaying the updated image and analysis results on a

display device of the electronic device.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the updated
gray value of each pixel in the updated image is determined by
multiplying the initial gray value by a preset magnification
coefficient.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the preset
magnification coefficient is determined by calculating a first
difference between a maximum threshold of a gray constant
and a minimum threshold of the gray constant, calculating a
second difference between a maximum value of the gray
value in the initial image and a minimum value of the gray
value in the initial image, and dividing the first difference by
the second difference to obtain the preset magnification coef-
ficient.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the image
noise in the updated image is determined by:

determining a specified number of pixels whose gray val-

ues fall in a preset sub-range from the updated image,
and calculating a specified ratio of the specified number
of pixels in the updated image; and

determining that the image noise in the updated image does

not comply with the preset condition when the specified
ratio is greater than or equal to a preset value, and deter-
mining that the image noise in the updated image com-
plies with the preset condition when the specified ratio is
less than the preset value.

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

determining that a quality of the updated image is a first

quality level when the first ratio is greater than or equal
to the first preset value; and

determining that the quality of the updated image is a

second quality level when the second ratio is greater than
or equal to the second preset value.

6. An electronic device, comprising:

a processor;

a storage device storing a plurality of instructions, which

when executed by the processor, causes the processor to:
receive an initial image captured by an image capturing
device of an image measuring machine using an image
capturing card of the electronic device when a lighting
device of the image measuring machine is shut down;
magnify an initial gray value of each pixel in the initial
image to obtain an updated image;
determine whether image noise in the updated image com-
plies with a preset condition by analyzing an updated
gray value of each pixel in the updated image, wherein
the image noise in the updated image is determined by:

determining a first number of pixels whose gray values fall
in a first preset sub-range, and calculating a first ratio of
the first number of pixels in the updated image;

determining a second number of pixels whose gray values
fall in a second preset sub-range, and calculating a sec-
ond ratio of the second number of pixels in the updated
image;
determining a third number of pixels whose gray values fall
in a third preset sub-range, and calculating a third ratio
of the third number of pixels in the updated image;

determining that the image noise in the updated image
complies with the preset condition when the first ratio is
greater than or equal to a first preset value, or the second
ratio is greater than or equal to a second preset value;

determining that the image noise in the updated image does
not comply with the preset condition when the third ratio
is greater than or equal to a third preset value; and

display the updated image and analysis results on a display
device of the electronic device.
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7. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
updated gray value of each pixel in the updated image is
determined by multiplying the initial gray value by a preset
magnification coefficient.

8. The electronic device according to claim 7, wherein the
preset magnification coefficient is determined by calculating
a first difference between a maximum threshold of a gray
constant and a minimum threshold of the gray constant, cal-
culating a second difference between a maximum value of the
gray value in the initial image and a minimum value of the
gray value in the initial image, and dividing the first difter-
ence by the second difference to obtain the preset magnifica-
tion coefficient.

9. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
image noise in the updated image is determined by:

determining a specified number of pixels whose gray val-

ues fall in a preset sub-range from the updated image,
and calculating a specified ratio of the specified number
of pixels in the updated image; and

determining that the image noise in the updated image does

not comply with the preset condition when the specified
ratio is greater than or equal to a preset value, and deter-
mining that the image noise in the updated image com-
plies with the preset condition when the specified ratio is
less than the preset value.

10. The electronic device according to claim 6, wherein the
plurality of instructions further comprise:

determining that a quality of the updated image is a first

quality level when the first ratio is greater than or equal
to the first preset value; and

determining that the quality of the updated image is a

second quality level when the second ratio is greater than
or equal to the second preset value.
11. A non-transitory storage medium having stored thereon
instructions that, when executed by a processor of an elec-
tronic device, causes the electronic device to perform a
method for analyzing image noise, the method comprising:
receiving an initial image captured by an image capturing
device of an image measuring machine using an image
capturing card of the electronic device when a lighting
device of the image measuring machine is shut down;

magnifying an initial gray value of each pixel in the initial
image to obtain an updated image;

determining whether image noise in the updated image

complies with a preset condition by analyzing an
updated gray value of each pixel in the updated image,
wherein the image noise in the updated image is deter-
mined by:

determining a first number of pixels whose gray values fall

in a first preset sub-range, and calculating a first ratio of
the first number of pixels in the updated image;
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determining a second number of pixels whose gray values
fall in a second preset sub-range, and calculating a sec-
ond ratio of the second number of pixels in the updated
image;
determining a third number of pixels whose gray values fall
in a third preset sub-range, and calculating a third ratio
of the third number of pixels in the updated image;

determining that the image noise in the updated image
complies with the preset condition when the first ratio is
greater than or equal to a first preset value, or the second
ratio is greater than or equal to a second preset value;

determining that the image noise in the updated image does
not comply with the preset condition when the third ratio
is greater than or equal to a third preset value; and

displaying the updated image and analysis results on a

display device of the electronic device.

12. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the updated gray value of each pixel in the
updated image is determined by multiplying the initial gray
value by a preset magnification coefficient.

13. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
12, wherein the preset magnification coefficient is determined
by calculating a first difference between a maximum thresh-
old of a gray constant and a minimum threshold of the gray
constant, calculating a second difference between a maxi-
mum value of the gray value in the initial image and a mini-
mum value of the gray value in the initial image, and dividing
the first difference by the second difference to obtain the
preset magnification coefficient.

14. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the image noise in the updated image is deter-
mined by:

determining a specified number of pixels whose gray val-

ues fall in a preset sub-range from the updated image,
and calculating a specified ratio of the specified number
of pixels in the updated image; and

determining that the image noise in the updated image does

not comply with the preset condition when the specified
ratio is greater than or equal to a preset value, and deter-
mining that the image noise in the updated image com-
plies with the preset condition when the specified ratio is
less than the preset value.

15. The non-transitory storage medium according to claim
11, wherein the method further comprises:

determining that a quality of the updated image is a first

quality level when the first ratio is greater than or equal
to the first preset value; and

determining that the quality of the updated image is a

second quality level when the second ratio is greater than
or equal to the second preset value.
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